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Through the historical sources available to us,
this study seeks to shed light on the nature of the
relationship that brought together the historian and the
ruling authority in West Africa during the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries. This relationship was
often characterized by mutual cordiality and respect.
The study also tries to highlight the main issues and
problems that the historian focused on in his writings,
which inmost cases do notdeviate from official writing,
glorifying the sultan and embellishing his image in
front of his subjects. Lastly, this study examines the
issue of the relationship between the head of state
(the Sultan) and the rest of the components of African

society during the study period.
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(1) Barry (B.), 1988, La Sénégambie du X Ve au XIXe siégle : Traite négriére,

Islam et conquéte coloniale, Paris, éd. L’Harmattan, p. 27.
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(2) Dierk (L.), 1977, Le Diwane des sultans du Kanem- Bornu : Chronologie

et histoire d’un royaume africain (de la fin du Xe siecle jusqu’a 1808), Franz
Steiner Verlag GMBH, Wiesbaden.
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