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From a social anthropological perspective this article
examines the making of the Afro-Arab-Islamic Sudanese
identity, and explains how this process of diverse identity
formation was derailed from the goal of achieving a "melting
pot" due to the political elite's failure in managing this diversity
properly. The Sudanese political elites have been dealing with
the ethno-cultural diverse components of the Sudan on the
ground of political manipulation and polarization instead of
consolidating the factors of national integration. Then the article
explains how the sub-national identities have been formed over
time at the expense of building a national identity. The article
indicates how this conflict of sub-national or ethnic identities
have nourished communal conflicts — of non-state actors - that
eventually resulted in seceding the South in 2011 — besides
igniting further wars in many parts of the country. The article
believes that micro identities were deeply developed by the
government of the Islamic Movement (1989 - 2019) to gain
political support causing social cleavages and triggering conflicts
of sub-national identities. When the War of April 2023 broke out
between the Sudan's Army and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
the latter has exploited this situation where those marginalized
tribes constituted a social milieu for it. The article calls upon the
international community to support the formation of transitional
government of independent (non-partisan) technocrats to achieve
sustainable peace.
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