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Absrract

Burundi« located in the Great Lakes region of East
Africa¢ is characterized by an inland geography of
high plateaus and rugged mountains¢ sloping gradually
towards Lake Tanganyika in the west. This topography«
combined with a temperate climate¢ resulted in a
high population density dependent on agriculture and
livestock herding¢ forming the basis of a complex
traditional social system Before 1916¢ Burundi was
a powerful centralized kingdom established in the
16th century¢ ruled by the "mwami" (king)c who
wielded extensive political and religious authority¢
Burundian society was hierarchically organized« with
tribes playing a significant role in the social structure.
Relations between the Hutu and Tutsi groups were
characterized by both cooperation and competition
within the framework of the unified kingdom. In the
late 19th century« European powers began to look to the
region¢ and in 1890« Burundi became part of German
East Africa¢ although actual German control was
limited to a few administrative centers. The traditional
monarchy continued to function¢ with the mwami
retaining considerable influence. With the outbreak of
World War I« the colonial landscape shifted¢ as Belgian
forces occupied the country. Burundi in 1916¢ thus
ending the German era and beginning a new phase of
Belgian colonial rule that lasted until independence.
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Magazine, No. 8, 1981,PP.3- 41.

Jodl U yn 425 donl) OSN3 o aeiin Loy g o 1 a1 (Y)
Joo adls penadl oS U e o 5L QU Sl G OUI ST dastd) el
slasV| jaf ol sk odide b SIS 5 wldl Hp Alaadl 584 5 olel V1 dde s wlel )
IS e w31 el ¢ (55 SV 08 (4 g 5 iy 3] e S 55301 J g5 o3
J3e IV o el sliael a5 g o dmal 5 LDl Lgomts Lok ol 0 s 5|
et G B S5 Ll it Vel 0l e S35 (3 ondls o6 5 g o oLl
S 0355358 sl I o B Slisall O shet DL VI b5 0 55 sk slLas Y
Gel N1 8y ool I3 e LelusST o Al dale filad fogt ol asllall
Loy ¢l Y15 ozl ol i) 5 sl @dl) e LUy maznll J1s e 2l

D el el dlially o =Y
Agnes Nindorira, Obushingantahi as a base for political transformation in
Burundi, Working Paper No. 102, 2003 ,P.15.



véev <pJournal of African Studies  soLodis Lol ¥ Lol dxko s (555,55 251 3

.(\)\JJ“}) ‘J.A

aday ook 3 s s (3 oS 3 ST WY Y1 (5l e

ns iy SO Con 5 A s VAT ol o ol s ot 1KV Y
J?Tagu\wﬁ}u@&#\yw\&}y\x\”wawmyw
(Ntare Il Rugamba) Lul> 5, SWI )l dge 3 ety U3 b (g Sl
RRTPPTR LN ERUTIRNININY = sl VAo ele & SN V'§> sl
s 50 nly 35l AU OIS 5 3LV VL5 de A Bl el
|58 pddl (512D & shas o DN g Bl ol 5 5011 pans ey
el O Caamie 35 el 2l ol &AL sl sle s el U 0 5 Uy
I o s W5 o Y1 e Ll SO o5 gl dlsle oo e
3] Joondls 211 G U ns 5 «(Ogabir politics) ol sY1 il
BV ASLe ol o5 & A w85 ol (3 ESUI Bl 5 51 pe O bl 1l
ke Uy 1Y L YN o (i B iy ol g0 i

Wl il ol 055580 o5 50 5 oY1 ol o g |6 AL 8 5Le o
oYV 080 Wl lidall s e AU et o Lo oS (8 o) Y
«(Council of Elders) julall ol 0 JCay vaslisT Ll 85Y ) s Cseree
e pleo pulall 2 Lo (6 ke Lall ladall [l eliael mo 05ladll
s SOl e Joall ol o B OIS 13 | Sllal) g0 5 5L a5 ]
s gl it oS ol o oSoeld (g5l sl dny 5 <O old] 3L
Sol) el e o) 51 8 M sl e 058 sl s 4 Ll oLl

(1) Audie Larocque, Op. Cit.,PP.52- 58.
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