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The significance of this article stems from the fact
that political parties constitute ideological milieu as well
as democracy-building institutions. Political parties are
conduits for efficacious and conscious political participation
as well as effective channels for disseminating political
culture via the mass media and political education. However,
in Sudan it is notable that democracy is reduced to elections
only whereas democracy incorporate other dimensions
such as values, institutions and political behavior. This
article tries to diagnose the defaults that characterize the
Sudanese political parties. To cite some examples: they are
structurally fragile; suffer from ideational stagnation along
with the lack of the vision that is capable of incorporating
the current variables of the day. They also suffer from
intra-party schisms and fractionalization. The two major
political parties, in particular, provide a typical example
for such defects. These two major parties are sectarianist
with some sort of regionalism and ethnicity in drawing
electoral support. The first is the "Umma Party" whose
adherents are the 'Ansar' (disciples of Mahdism) and the
other is the "Democratic Unionist Party”" whose members
belong to the Khatmiya sufi Taraiqa (sects). The article
calls for re-constructing the political parties on sound
ground particularly on programmatic and mass parties.
It also calls for amalgamating those parties, which share
one ideology and common goals. Having well-established
parties paves the way for bringing about good governance
and consolidate sustainable democracy.
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