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Absrract

This study examines U.S. foreign policy toward
South Africa from a comprehensive analytical
perspective, combining internal and external levels
of analysis within a decision-making framework.
The study traces the trajectory of this relationship
through its major phases, beginning with the Cold
War and the policy of constructive containment,
through the fundamental transformations of the
post-apartheid era, and up to the current realities
in light of contemporary geopolitical shifts.

The study draws on a range of theoretical
approaches, including
and constructivism,

realism, liberalism,
seeking to explain the
of mutual influence between
internal determinants—such as pressure groups,

institutions, and

mechanisms

ideology —and external
determinants such as the international structure and
strategic interests. The study concludes that U.S.
policy toward South Africa was not a fixed line but
rather a shifting trajectory shaped by a complex
equation of balances between value-based goals
and strategic interests, within the context of the

multi-actor U.S. decision-making system.
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(1) Allison, G. T. Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Little, Brown, (1971),p51.
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(1) Wendt, Alexander. Social Theory of International Politics. Cambridge
University Press, 1999,p 154.

(2) Massie, R. K. Losing the Bonds: The United States and South Africa in
the Apartheid Years. Doubleday ,newyourk, (1997).p.83.
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Lang Publishing, (2008),p92.
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(1) Haass, R. N. Intervention: The Use of American Military Force in the
Post—Cold War World. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,)
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(2) Freeman, C. W. The Diplomat’s Dictionary, United States Institute of
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